
Twinning for the Beginner

I now know that volunteering to write a short article and getting roped in are much the
same thing!  But when I returned from an exchange trip to Montargis (that’s right at 
the traffic lights in Paris) I felt compelled to write a few words as it was certainly a trip 
to remember.

I joined the Society of the Friends of Montargis (SOFOM) just this year.  Having lived 
10 years in Crowborough I am wondering how I could have missed it before.  My 
husband and I joined a party of about 20 people early last Thursday morning and 
travelled by comfortable coach door to door from Crowborough to meet our hosts in 
Montargis.  Apprehension disappeared the minute we were introduced – our hosts 
were delightful and nothing was too much trouble.   They organised lots of outings 
and we were whisked around everywhere.  Among the places of interest were a tour 
of Montargis; the Guedelon site where a Mediaeval Castle is being reconstructed 
using the tools from that period; a Chateau at St Fargeau; a trip to St Amand in 
Puisaye to see the established potteries and several interesting sights along the way.
Most of which one wouldn’t know about unless you lived in France!  Our hosts spoke 
very little English which is all part of the fun of being in France.   This certainly helped
us improve our understanding and fluency of the language.

On a personal note, my husband is a retired firefighter.  Our hosts had also served 
some time as volunteer firefighters.  They went to the trouble of organising a morning
for us to have a tour of their local Fire Station in St Germain des Pres (the village 
outside Montargis where they lived).  We were able to see in great detail the 
equipment used in France, and they virtually took the fire engine to pieces to show us
how it all operated – a bit too technical for me!!  Their hospitality and time spent with 
us was amazing and I hope we will be able to reciprocate in the future.  

After just 4 days, we returned enlightened, exhilarated and very pleased that we 
made the effort to join.  If you have any interest in French culture; countryside or just 
wanting to get involved, please don’t hesitate to contact the society at 
sofom1966@gmail.com.


